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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ice 
2004/0031767 in view of Pickles et al. 569781 1 . 
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Reference is first made to FIG. 1 in Ice wherein an exemplary embodiment of an 
electronic equipment enclosure is denoted generally at 100, and includes a chassis 
100A, various front connectors 102, a power switch 104, indicators 106, and rear 
connectors 108 disposed on backplane 110 (see FIG. 4). 

Directing attention now to FIGS. 2A and 2B, further aspects of an exemplary 
embodiment of single-wide functional module 200, such as may be employed in 
connection with embodiments of card cage system 400 (FIG. 4), are considered. 
Generally, single-wide functional module 200 includes a single-wide card 208, which 
comprises a printed circuit board (" PCB ") in at least some embodiments, attached to 
the front panel 204. The single-wide card 208 includes a plurality of edges 208A that 
define the length and width of single-wide card 208. 

In Pickles et al. In a preferred embodiment, as shown in FIG. 10, a backboard 64 
is used to mount the brackets 1 , 3 and cable holders 51 to a wall or equipment rack. 
The backboard 64 has supports 65 which are positionable against the wall or equipment 
rack and preferably define cutouts 66 which enable the backboard 64 to hang on 
protrusions from the equipment rack. The backboard defines a plurality of mounting 
holes 67 for attaching the brackets 1 , 3 and cable holders 51 . 

To provide Ice with a backboard configuration as taught by Pickles would have 
been obvious for one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure and is cited on the PTO 892. 

Applicant's remarks are considered moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 



Application/Control Number: 10/568,130 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3637 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sarah Purol whose telephone number is 571-272-6834. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday -Thursday during normal business 
hours. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, J. Allen Shriver, can be reached on 571-272-6698. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 



Application/Control Number: 10/568,130 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3637 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/Sarah Purol/ 
Primary Examiner 
AU 3637 



